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Discover Queenstown




A playground for adrenaline-junkies, wine lovers, and nature-seekers
Explore

Things to do
Once you’ve spent some time marvelling at the spectacular scenery, venture outdoors and experience some of Queenstown's exciting activities.
Places to stay
From international hotel brands to tiny bed-and-breakfasts, accommodation in Queenstown caters to all types of visitors.
Eat and drink
Queenstown is known for its excellent food and wine. Eateries range from fine dining to casual, with a mix of restaurants, wineries, bars and cafes.
Plan your trip
Planning a trip to Queenstown and not sure where to start? Here's the essential information you need to make the most of your visit.
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A playground for adrenaline-junkies, wine lovers, and nature-seekers
While Queenstown is the best-known spot in Central Otago, the region has no shortage of beautiful places to visit. Just a short journey from central Queenstown, you'll find boutique wineries, mirror-like lakes, historic goldmining towns, and even more spectacular scenery.


Explore Central Otago →



Essentials
As a resort town, Queenstown is incredibly accessible for both local and international visitors. However, there are a few essential things that could be helpful to know before you visit. 

Plan your trip


When is the best time to visit Queenstown?

Queenstown is a year-round destination, however July - September is best if you want to hit the slopes while you’re here. Summer is great for water sports and having picnics by the lake, while Spring and Autumn offer moderate temperatures, good hiking and cycling conditions and views with snow-capped mountains.


How do I get to Queenstown?

Queenstown Airport is well serviced by flights from throughout New Zealand, as well as international flights from Australia. The airport is only 10-minutes from central Queenstown by car and also has frequent bus connections. 
Queenstown is a scenic five-hour drive from Christchurch and is around 3.5 hours from Dunedin. 


Do you need a car to visit Queenstown?

Hiring a car in Queenstown will give you the most flexibility, allowing you to explore the surrounding region. A 4-wheel drive isn’t necessary, unless you’re planning to drive up a mountain in winter. 
That said, it is possible to visit Queenstown without a car as the town centre is very walkable, there are shuttle buses up the mountains and tours available for various activities.


How many days should I spend in Queenstown?

As long as you like! You'll never run out of things to do in Queenstown. If you're pressed for time, you will probably want to dedicate at least three days to the area. 
This gives you enough time to see the major sites, do some activities, and sample the local food and wine. If you want to spend some time on the slopes or do longer hikes or bike rides, you probably want to budget a couple more days.


Is Queenstown expensive to visit?

Compared to the rest of New Zealand, Queenstown is a relatively expensive place to visit. Accommodation costs are higher than in the rest of the country and activities can be expensive. However, food and wine costs are comparable to other New Zealand cities and ultimately, how much you spend does depend on how you choose to travel.


Should I stay in Wanaka or Queenstown?

Both Queenstown and Wanaka are beautiful towns and make excellent bases for exploring the Central Otago region. We recommend basing yourself if Queenstown for your first trip and visiting Wanaka while you're there. Wanaka is a bit quieter than Queenstown and you may decide to stay there when you come back.


When does it snow in Queenstown?

You can usually see snow on the mountaintops from early June until early November, depending on the weather. The skiing season in Queenstown typically runs from mid-June to late September. Snow can be a bit scarce until late June, though, so if you're an intermediate-advanced skier or snowboarder you'd be better off visiting later in the  season. 
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